UPTON PYNE

Now JUST A MEMORY, the handsome stone man-
sion known as Upton Pyne once reigned as the crown
jewel of one of the Bernardsville mountain colony’s largest
estates. It was built by Percy Rivington Pyne (1857-1929).
a well-known New York financier and philanthropist, as a
summer home for his family, which included his wife, the
former Maud Howland, and their five children, Grafton
Howland, Herbert Rivington, Mary, Percy Rivington Jr..
and Meredith Howland.

Born to Percy R. Pyne Sr. and the former Albertina
Shelton Taylor, Pyne was the grandson of Moses Taylor, a
wealthy New York merchant and banker who established
the import and shipping firm Moses Taylor & Company
and later served as president of National City Bank of
New York, a precursor to today’s Citibank. Percy R. Pyne

Sr., who was born and educated in England, came to the
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Unired Srares in t835 and was employed by Moses Taylar's
firm as a clerk. He became a partner in 1842 and remained
there untl be reticed from active business in (887, marry-
ing his parrner’s daughter along che way, in 18¢5. Percy Sr
also succeeded his parmer and facher-in-law as president
of Matienal Ciry Bank, upon the latter's deach in 1882, and
served in that capacity uneil 1891, The younger Perey
Pyne’s brother, Moses Tavlor Pyne, was a major benefactor
and trustee of Princeron Liniversicy, His Princeron ¢sate,
Drwmriowicket, is now the official residence of New Jersey's
governor

Percy K. Pyne graduated from Princeton then began
l.1.'|:|r|-;:i11:.__l| foer ™Mavional Lirv Pank under his :.1I'._'||I4_|f-._“|l.|'||:_'|'
Taylors meelage, He never severed his connections to that
bank. and was serving on its board of directors at che Gme
of his death in o2y, the same year it became che largese
commercial bank in the world. Throughour his long busi-
ness career. Pyne wils active in many corporaticns i
companies, including the Delaware, Lackawanna & West
ern Railroad Company and the Cayuga & Susquehanna
Railroad Company. He was also keenly incerested in sci-
entific research and served on the executive committees off
the American Muscum of Macueal Hiscory and the Mew
York Zoological Society. Pyne was a tireless and generous
philanthropist, supporting countless charities and hospi-
tals with his time and moncy:
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Alter first renting a summer hame in Bernardsville,
Perey and Maud Pyne began to acquive land in the area,
eventually amassing an estate of more chan 500 acres,
Built berween 1899 and 1900, Uptan Ppee was named after
the English village thar was home to Pyne’s ancestars. The
architect, James Lawrence Aspinwall of Renwick, Aspin-
wall & Owen, designed the threee-story structure in the
style of an English manor house, Featuring rwenry main
rooms and nine servants’ rooms. Upton Pyne wis con-
structed on a bluff above Ravine Lake

Aspinwall, who was descended from an eld and pros
perous shipping and mercantile Tamily thae was relazed 1o
yne's wife's Bamily, joincd the office of architect James
Renwick Ir. in 1875, Renwick, one of the leading architects
ol his d;q:,'_ is most [amous for having designed —wirh assis-
tance fram Aspinwall—baoth the Episcopal Grace Church,
on Broadway at Tenth Street, and St Patrick’s Cathedral in
Mew York City, Aspinwall became a member of the firm
Renwick, Aspinwall & Russell in 1880 and is credited with
the |_||_':»:EE_11 of 2 mumber of buildings in New York, including
the American Railway Express Building, the New York
|:|1|-||‘r||;|_|"|' loe Wommen, the Bocicry foe the Preventiomn of
Crueloy to Animals, and the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children

The Pynes selecred Jamcs Leal Greenleaf to design
Upten Pyres landscape. Greenleaf whe taught and practiced



civil engineering before rurning o landseape design, gor his
first important landseape commission in the late 18905,
working with the Olmsted Brothers firm to lay out and
design the extensive warerwarks on the vast estate of James
B. Duke near Somerville. New Jersey Inaddition to Upies
Pyne, Greenleal's other estate commissions in the Somerser
Hills included Badrsder. Penthrook, and Wendover,

Uprart Pyie acjoined che property above Ravine Lake on
which the ariginal Somerser Hills Country Club, with ies
pine-hole p_lil-l,:"l_'lll_ll'.x{'_ wigs iy in 1 Ba7 - ol Afrer the club
moved to its present, larger course on the former Frederic
I Olcott estate in Bernardsville i 1918, most af the land
that comprised the eriginal club was purchased by Pescy
P'yne. and a house, named Dagwaad Hill, was conscructed

near the site of the original clubhouse for Pyne's eldest son,
Grafton, and his wife, Several years later the house burned
down, bur was rebuilt. The house was later acquired by Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Engelhard and renamed Criagived,

I additian 1o Upton Pyae, the Pynes maintained a
vear-round residence in New York City. The own house
that was built for them between too6 and g on Park
Avenue remains an enduring example of neo-Federalise
architecture, Designed principally by William Mirchell
kendall of McKim, Mead & White, the elegane details
and balaneed proportiens of the building wese duplicared
by the archirects wha planned the adjacent buildings. The
block s taday considered 1o be among the ciry's finest
examples of chat architectural style.
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wveral prher arva érace, |'.l|n|||n|'r'.l!l|: Blairsden, Fennbrook, and Wendover.
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Pyne took a keen mterest m all aspeces af his country
estate, particularly the horses, sheep, and Guernsey eattle,
anid he actively supervised the managemenr of the exien-

sive property. e expended large sums caring for his prize
Guernsevs, whose hooves were polished unril they
“gleamed like black goled.” and he was said 1o ask his guesis
if they preferred champagne ar milk From the escare,
pointing out that the two beverages cost the same.

Pyne was respected aml beloved in the communicy He
sipported the Bernardsville school and was often seen giving
local children rides in his roadster, Pyne was said to be the
first estare owner in cthe area 1o give his emplavees pen-
sions, He served on the fiest board of trustees of bath che
Semerset Hills Country Club and the Somerset Lake and
Gare Club, and on the Road and Improvement Sociery
of Mine Mount, a residents’ organization that financed
the upkeep of lacal roads. Pyne died in 1929 ar the age of
seventy-two, having been in Failing health since the sud-
den death af his son Meredith less than two years earlier,

Ower the years, Upton Ppee was gencrously affered for
the benefit of the community, In 1905 Pyne donated the
e of his expansive lawns for a sporr thar was catehing an
in the United States—cricket—and soon two teams were
organized, the Upran Pynes and the Bernardsville Eleven
During World War 11, the mansion served the greater
good of the nation in its role as Bernardsville’s first air-
craft-spotting station, with a purposc-built viewing plac-
form afhived 1o the roof, The spotters—loecals from all
walks of life, from high schaol students ro businessmen
were trained in atreraft identification and manned the sta-
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tiven round-the-clock. Later, the station was moved 1o the
Bernarvdsville High Schoel,

Mrs. Pyne's death, in 1952, marked the beginning of
the end for the imposing stane mansion, which wis
expensive to hear and maintain. Upten Pyne won its first
repricve in 1956, when the Bernardsville public schoal sys
tem grew overcrowded and in need of new facilities. The
Pynes” only daughter, Mary 'yne Filley Cutting, who had
inbierited the house, offered it for elementary schoal classes
until a permanene school could be buile. The schoal board
accepted the offer, and ehildren Qlled its rooms far four
yvears in the lare 19505, while the Marion T. Bedwell Ele-
mentary School was being built. The house staod vacant
for several years after that until a rose-grower from Madi-
son, MNew Jersey, proposed to move his family chere and
maintain it in exchange loe a nominal rent That arrange-
ment continued for almast five years, but the mansion
onee agaim steod empry after the Bamily moved our

Lrntoar Pyaes last hureah came in 1974 when Mres. Cur
ring affered it as the site of the firse Mansion in May, a
designer showease for the benelie of Morrstown Memaor-
ial Hospital. Peapack- Gladsone landscape archirect. John
Charles Smith, who was selecred 1o carey out the land-
scape design for the fund-raiser, spent six months and
organized thirty-five subcontraceing firms to execute the
§250.000 job, The event was a1 success, bur Mes, Curnting
realized afterward chat there was no furure for her child-
hoad home, which had became a rarger for vandals In
what she described as “the most ditheult decision of my
life.” Mrs. Cutting had Uptor Ppie demolished in 1982
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